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Mischodon zeylanicus Thwaites 
(Euphorbiaceae) - A Rare Tree 

Species New to Andaman Islands 

Abstract 

Mischodon zeylanicus Thwaites, endemic to Sri Lanka and Penisular India, is 
reported from Andaman Islands. 

Keywords: Monotypic genus, Mischodon zeylanicus, Andaman Islands. 

Introduction 

Oldfieldioideae Koehler & G.L. Webster (Webster, 1967) is 
the most recently established subfamily of Euphorbiaceae. 
It consists of 28 genera and c. 100 species distributed mainly 
in the Southern Hemisphere including South America, 
Madagascar and Australia. This monotypic genus described 
from Sri Lanka and subsequently reported as doubtfully 
occurring in Peninsular India by Beddome (1873) is the only 
representative of this subfamily in South Asia. 

Gamble (1925) gave Anamalai hills and Tinnevelly, both in 
Tamil Nadu, as areas of distribution for this taxon. There 
has been no recent collection of this species from peninsular 
India though Raju (1984) cited a specimen from Kodaikanal 
hills of Madurai district of Tamil Nadu doubting whether 
the species occurred wild in South India. 

The first author collected this species from the virgin forests 
of Jarawa Territory of Middle Andaman Island during a 
recent botanical survey. This species is easily 
distinguishable by its red coloured young leaves and short 
cinnamomeous indumentum on young branches, leaves 
and inflorescences. 

Mischodon zeylanicus Thwaites, Hooker's J. Bot. Kew 
Card. Misc. 6: 300,1.10 B. 1854 & Enum. PI. Zeyl. 275.1864; 
Muell.-Arg. in DC., Prodr. 15(2): 1124.1866; Beddome, FI. 
Sylv. t. 290.1873; Hook, f., FI. Brit. India 5: 344.1887; Pax & 
Hoffm. in Engler, Pflanzenr. IV.147.xv (heft 81): 292.1922; 
Gamble, FI. Pres. Madras 1312.1925; Airy Shaw, Kew Bull. 
26: 497.1972, in obs.; V.S. Raju, J. Econ. Taxon. Bot. 5: 165. 
1984; Philcox in Dassan. & Clayton, Rev. Handb. FI. Ceylon 
11: 267.1997. 
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Dioecious evergreen trees, c. 10 m high, glabrous (except for 
the sparsely cinnamomeous-puberulous young branches, 
leaves and inflorescences), branchlets subtetragonous, 
smooth, 3-7 mm thick, pubescent, greyish. Leaves simple, 
3-4 verticellate, narrowly oblong, oblong-lanceolate or 
oblanceolate-oblong, 7-25 x 1.5-6 cm, narrowed and 
rounded to subcordate at base, entire along margins, 
narrowed, emarginate or rounded at apex, coriaceous, 
glabrous, dark green above, pale green beneath, 
penninerved; midrib slightly raised above, conspicuously 
raised beneath; lateral nerves 7-14 per side, faint above, 
prominent beneath, ascending, arcuate, forming 
brochidodromous loops with the superadjacents; tertiary 
nerves obscure above, somewhat prominent beneath, laxly 
reticulate; petioles 5-12x2-3 mm, terete, densely pubescent 
to subglabrous; stipules obsolete or minute (reportedly 
adnate to the petioles). Infructescences axillary, cymose, 
pedunculate, solitary, in pairs or racemiform (up to 9 cm 
long and bearing up to 8 fruits); peduncles 1-2 cm long, 
2-2.5 mm thick at base, pinkish, minutely white-lenticellate; 
fruiting pedicels 6-20 mm long, 1-2 mm thick. Capsules 
depressed globose, deeply 3 (-4)-lobed with bluntly keeled 
lobes, 8-10 x 14-17 mm, initially dark green, turning 
pinkish, glabrous; seeds undeveloped. 

Fruiting : August. Flowers not seen. 

Common name-. Tampanai (Tamil). 

Distribution: India (Tamil Nadu, Andman & Nicobar 
islands) and Sri Lanka. This tree is under cultivation in 
Indian Botanical Garden, Howrah. 

Specimens Examined: INDIA, Andaman & Nicobar Islands: 
Middle Andaman Island, Jarawa Reserve, Dhani Nallah, 
21.08. 2002, T. Chakrabarty 19173 (CAL). 
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